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When chemistry teacher Jude Ndambuki relocated to the US in 1995, something puzzled
him.

As he walked down the streets of his new city,
he would always come across dozens of
computers that were being discarded and
thrown in the dustbins while still in good
working conditions.

Every time he witnessed this, he could not
| stop thinking how the computers could change
' the lives of hundreds of school children in

Kenya.
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Photos/ BOB ODALO Then an idea struck him. He decided to collect

the discarded computers in the hope that a
day would come when he would have enough money to ship them home.

In 2001 his dream of having them shipped to Kenya was realised.

With that effort, began a quite campaign that has today helped introduce computers to
many village secondary and primary schools in Machakos region.

The project has to date seen 1,000 computers distributed to 61 secondary and primary
schools in Kenya.

The computers don’t just come for free. All beneficiaries must plant 50 tree seedlings for
each computer they receive.

From his motherland

More than 50,000 trees have been planted in various institutions.

Mr Ndambuki works under the name Help Kenya Project.

His 15 years stay in the US has not divorced him from his motherland.

Mr Ndambuki says he was born and grew up in a poverty-infested environment

“I grew up the hard way. It was tough going as I went through my primary and later on
secondary education following the death my father,” he said.
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Mr Ndambuki says the situation back home has not changed much 30 years down the line.
“I grew up in Ngelani area of Machakos alongside other children who were no better off than
me. It is the urge of trying to make life better for others that was my driving force,” he
says.

He put all these behind him, struggled through the Kenyan education system and made it to
the university, graduating as a teacher. In 1995, he moved to the US and life has never
been the same for him and his family.

Today, Mr Ndambuki is not only the pride of his family but a darling to many primary and
secondary school children in Machakos district and its environs.

At Metuma primary school about, 15km from Machakos Town, Mr Ndambuki’s efforts are
paying dividends.

A few years ago, teachers and pupils of this school had no dream of ever having computers
in their institution.

But they recently received about 20 computers from the project.

When we visited the school recently, enthusiastic children amused us as they tried to outdo
each other in showing us the few tricks they had so far learnt from the gadgets.

Mr Ndambuki says he has a soft spot for Metuma primary because it is the school which
nurtured him to be what he is today.

"I went through this school from Standard One to Seven,” he said as he fixed eyes on the
old dilapidated structures that have stood the test of time.

"My dream is to pull down all these old structures and then put up modern storey buildings.
One day, I will do just that,” he said as he took journalists round his former school.

Mr Ndambuki teaches chemistry at the Masters school in New York.

Every year, he comes back home for a month-long holiday where, apart from visiting his
mother, he visit schools which have benefited from the project.

He says the Help Kenya Project was born in 2001 to lend a hand to the Government’s
efforts of fighting poverty.

He begun working with partners to develop sustainable economic plans for better living
standards.

Mr Ndambuki says children who plant the tree seedlings begin to appreciate what it is to
give back to the community.

He says technological changes have made most US companies and individuals to move with
speed to catch up with the fast moving world.
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“"When new computers come on the market, people literally discard the old one in favour of
the new ones,” he says.

He said he involves a number of his friends and students in the collection of the computers.

“Those which require a little fixing, are repaired by my students, who are themselves
experts in information technology,” he says.

“Each primary or secondary school gets four computers, and once they are set, they are put
to use. Teachers train on them and then in turn teach students”, he says.

Mr Ndambuki says they have encouraged schools to invite villagers to come and learn how
to use the computers and the internet through the initiative.
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